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 GCSE scale of 9-1 (as opposed to A*-G) in all GCSE subjects taken in 
school.

 No more controlled assessment – although internal assessment 
(also known as non-exam-assessment) will still exist in a number of 
subjects – e.g. art, media, music

 Tiered exams – Maths, Science and MFL only 

Key points:
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The Importance of GCSEs

These are subjects which all students must study.

English Language, English Literature, Maths and 

Science at GCSE level.

Students also study Personal Development, PE and 

Religious Studies, although these don’t lead to a 

qualification.
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Why…?

 Suitable for learners wishing to study A-Levels or equivalent qualifications 

at college or sixth-form, pursue vocational education or hoping to go to 

university in the future.

A range qualifications will give you a greater variety of possible career 

pathways.

 Studying in a familiar environment, with strong teaching by our own staff 

who know you.

Wide variety of qualifications to choose from.

The importance of our qualifications
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Guiding your choices, and 

how to complete the online 

form
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What information is available?
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What information is available?
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What are the key 

points?
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What are the key points?
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What form do I need to submit?

https://forms.office.com/e/DeMQN6ZHRk

• The link to the form is listed above.
• From tomorrow, this can be found on our website under curriculum
• The link will be emailed to all Year 9 students and families tomorrow
• Not a 'first come, first served' process.

If you are unable to access technology to submit this form 
electronically, please either contact reception to pick up a paper 

copy, or contact Student Support where your form can be 
submitted for you.
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What form do I need to submit?
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What form do I need to submit?
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What form do I need to submit?
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What form do I need to submit?
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English and Mathematics remain essential in terms of accessing 
further education, training and employment.

 Some post-16 or post-18 providers may only accept candidates with a 
‘5’ grade or better in a Modern Foreign Language. 

Most young people don’t know exactly what they want as a career, 
and the majority will have several careers in their life. Breadth is key!

The majority of people are most successful in subjects they enjoy.

Important Points…
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None of our courses in school have specific entry requirements –
although when selecting subjects to study at KS4 you should consider 
whether anything will hinder your ability to achieve well.

Remember, these are your choices, for your future. It shouldn’t 
matter what your friends, siblings or parents are doing or have done. 
Nor does it matter which teachers you like. Think only about your 
future!

Important Points…
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“Why are students aiming for a grade 5 in English advised to
take a language as one of their GCSE choices?”

Most students don’t know what their future careers paths may be. 

The combination of subjects this forces creates breadth and makes up 

the blend of subjects that are considered essential to many degrees and 

future employment opportunities.

Research shows that students with this combination have greater 

opportunities in further education and are more likely to stay on in full-

time education. They also complement attainment in English and Maths. 

FAQ…
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“Why are students aiming for a grade 5 in English advised 
to take a language as one of their GCSE choices?”

However, unlike other schools, we don’t believe there is value in forcing 

young people to take qualifications that they are unlikely to pass where 

they could gain passes in other qualifications – hence those with lower 

target grades have the opportunity to, but are not required to study a 

language. 

FAQ…
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“Does my child need to keep up their learning in subjects 
that they don’t intend to study at GCSE?”

It is a requirement for all students to take the subjects until 
the end of KS3.

Colleagues have planned lots of cross curricular links to make 
all learning valid.

Option choices are not guaranteed. Once blocking has been 
done, some combinations might not work.

FAQ…
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“Can you clarify the advantages/disadvantages between 
taking separate sciences or combined please?”

Really dependent on level of interest, but will support post-
16 routes.

FAQ…
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FAQ…

“Do subjects such as A-level Psychology have specific GCSE 
requirements?”

Generally no for ‘new’ subjects.
Some subjects, such as Maths at A-level, have entry requirements.
You can find out more from Mrs Robertson and the Sixth Form stall.

“How can we find out about subjects that are new at GCSE e.g. 
Business (Enterprise and Marketing), Child Development, 

Media Studies etc.?”

Options booklet
This evening
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FAQ…

“My child has SEND requirements, how will they be 
supported through the process?”

The SEN team are available this evening (in the library).
If requested, a member of the learning support team will be in touch 
to arrange a meeting.

“Can my child study any of the four languages offered?”

No. Only the one they’ve been studying at KS3.
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The next steps…
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