
Tuesday 22 September 2026

“Sixth-form students benefit from teaching 
that is closely tailored to their needs.”

Year 13 Conference
Personal Statements



HAS Opportunities



HAS Opportunities



HAS Opportunities



HAS Opportunities



HAS Opportunities



HAS Opportunities



Apprenticeship Opportunity



What are the questions?

What else have 
you done to 

prepare outside 
of education, and 

why are these 
experiences 

useful?

How have your 
qualifications 
and studies 

helped you to 
prepare for this 

course or 
subject?

Why do you 
want to study 
this course or 

subject?



Q1: Why do you want to study this course or subject?

Motivations for studying 

this course(s):

• Have you been inspired 

by a key role model or 

moment in your life?

• Is it a subject you love and 

want to pursue further?

• What is your drive?

• How has your path led 

you to this course or 

subject area?

Knowledge of this 

subject area and 

interests:

• Is there a particular 

subject area you’ve 

researched?

• Something you can’t wait 

to learn more about?

• What about a book or 

subject expert doing great 

things that’s sparked your 

interest?

Future plans; demonstrate why 
this course/subject 

is a good fit:

• Do you already have a particular 
profession in mind?

• How might you use your studies to 
launch your career?

• What’s important to you and your 
future, and how might 
the knowledge gained from 
this course(s) help you 
achieve this?

You’ll want to show evidence of passion, curiosity and interest; this might include: 

Remember these are just some examples, you don’t need to include it all. 
The key is to research the course(s) to find out what might be most relevant. 

Check out the UCAS personal statement guidance. 

https://www.ucas.com/applying/applying-to-university/writing-your-personal-statement/the-new-personal-statement-for-2026


Q2: How have your qualifications and studies helped 

you to prepare for this course or subject?

How your studies or training 

relate to chosen course(s) 

or subject area:

• This could be your 

current or previous 

studies. 

• This could be from any 

form of formal 

education – think 

school, college, 

training, or short online 

courses. 

What relevant or transferable 

skills have you got that make 

you a great candidate:

• Are there a couple of 

subjects that helped you 

develop a core set of 

relevant skills required for 

your chosen course(s)? 

• Maybe a particular module 

or project helped you 

understand where your 

interests and strengths lie.

Any relevant educational 

achievements

• Universities and colleges 
will 
see your grades on your 
application - don’t waste 
space talking about these. 

• Focus on your other 
accomplishments like a 
competition, holding a 
position 
of responsibility or 
representing the 
school/college. 

Focus on what’s most recent and relevant to your subject or course(s), examples could include:



Q3: What else have you done to prepare outside of 

education, and why are these experiences useful?

Examples should be reflective and demonstrate further suitability for your subject or course(s), this 
could include:

Work experience, 

employment, or 

volunteering

• In-person or virtual 

work experience.

• Paid for work or 

volunteering.

• The key thing is 
reflection on the 

experiences and 

the skills gained 

relevant to your 

chosen course(s).

Personal life 

experiences or 

responsibilities

Hobbies and any 

extracurricular or 

outreach activities:

Achievements 

outside of school 

or college

• Is there a situation 

you’ve personally 

overcome that has 

influenced your 

decision?

• Are there personal 

experiences that 

have helped you 

develop essential 

qualities for 
the course?

• Think sports, 

reading, community 

work, 

summer schools.

• Any activities 
outside 

of core studies that 

help further 

showcase 

why you’d make a 
great student.

• This could be a 

position 

of responsibility for 

local clubs or 

groups, 
competitions, or 

qualifications 

you’ve attained 

outside of 

the classroom.



Format and structure

Three 
sections with 

question 
prompts

4,000-total 
character count 

split across 
sections

Minimum 
character count 
350 characters 

per section 

Don’t waste 
characters 

listing grades 
and subjects 

Don’t repeat  
information 

across 
sections



Examples of evidence

In person 
work experience Blogs & vlogs

Positions 
of responsibility Projects or 

essays Mentoring

Virtual 
work experience Documentaries Awards Books Tutoring

Work 
shadowing Podcasts Challenges Influencers Online 

subject courses

Paid 
employment TED Talks Personal 

life experiences Hobbies Trips or visits

Volunteering Articles
Work 

based learning / 
training

Clubs Competitions



Create a comparison chart

UCAS CHOICE (COURSE)
KEY 

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS

SUBJECT 
SPECIFIC SKILLS (OR 

KNOWLEDGE)

PERSONAL EVIDENCE
OR EXAMPLES



Example comparison chart

UCAS CHOICE (COURSE) KEY TRANSFERABLE SKILLS SUBJECT SPECIFIC KEY SKILLS 
(OR KNOWLEDGE)

PERSONAL EVIDENCE
OR EXAMPLES

Business
XXX University

Research strengths, analytical 
skills, quantitative skill, 
communication, leadership.

Corporate governance, marketing, 
new technologies.

What examples and evidence 
do you have to demonstrate 
these skills e.g.
• Online course: Society 

& Environment: What Are 
The Ethical Responsibilities 
Of A Business?

• Personal project 
written about What 
responsibility do businesses 
have to their consumers?

• Budgeting my money 
from part time job salary.

• Delivering a presentation 
in final unit studies.

Business management
The University of xxx

Leadership, teamwork, communication. The global environment, new 
technologies, entrepreneurial innovation, 
marketing

Business management with marketing
XXX College

Presenting, budgeting and evaluation. Legal, ethical and efficient 
practices, supporting innovation. 
Environmental and technological influences.

Business management
XXX University

Problem solving, communication 
with others, project management, 
analytics.

Agile delivery, digital marketing 
principles, suitability in business 
management.

Business management with marketing
XXX University

Group work and problem 
solving., teamwork. Independence.

Marketing data analysis, digital 
software usage, and creative content 
strategies.



Remember to PEEL

. 

Point

Evidence
 
Explain

Link



AI Do's and Don'ts

DO

Do use AI carefully and 
make sure you understand 
how the data you input is 

being used. 

Do fact check everything 
that AI tools suggest. They 

do get things wrong!

Do double check if the 
universities or colleges you 

are applying to have 
specific guidance around 

using AI tools.

DON'T

Don't copy and paste from 
AI tools and use as your 

final text. 

Don't forget that AI can only 
state facts but cannot 
reflect your own skills, 

experiences and thoughts 
in your voice, which is what 
universities are looking for!

Don't forget to check how 
AI tools might use your 

data. 

Remember UCAS run 

checks to detect 

similarity in personal 
statements.
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Key dates for 2027

Public
* 18:00 UK time

Taverham Sixth Form internal deadlines:
Friday 2nd October

Friday 20th November.

UCAS Key Dates

Taverham Sixth Form internal deadlines:
Friday 2nd October

Friday 20th November.
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